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PICTURE of the NATIVE NEGROES of AFRICA. 
[From Golberry’s Travels in Africa.] 


HE climate and charaéter of the African blacks aflimilate 
in fuch a manner, as to render them fingularly happy. 
Gifted with a carelef—nefs, which is totally unique, with an 
extreme agility, indolence, floth, and great fobriety, the negro 
exifts on his native foil in the fweeteft apathy, unconf{cious of 
want, or the pain of privation; tormented neither with the cares 
of ambition, nor with the devouring ardour of defire. 
To him the neceffary and indifpenfable articles of life are re« 


- duced to a very {mall number; and thofe endlefs wants which 


torment Europeans are not known amongft the negroes of Af. 
rica; they exift only in thofe things which are abfolutely fuper- 
fluous, 

There, phyfical neceflities are few, and artificial ones none. 
The heat of the climate in which the negro exifts renders cloath- 
ing a burthen to him, and makes him carclefs about the refidence 
which he inhabits. Half an ell of linen fuffices for his habili- 
ments ; and a few branches of trees, not worked into elegance, 
but covered with ftraw or leaves, conftitute his houfe. If fire 
or a ftorm deftroy it, he cares not, for in eight days it is again 
rebuilt ; nor needthe labour of its owner be great, for the hands 
of his neighbours are offered to affift him. 

The ufual food of the negroes confifts of millet, rice, maize, 
potatoes, &c. they likewife ufe yucca root. They drefs their 
aliments by fleam, and they feafon them with gravy, fome leaves 
or herbs, or elfe with butter, or the oil of the palm and cocoa 
tree, 
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On the coafts, and the banks of rivers, ftreams, and lakes, their 
food confifts of greater variety, becaufe they mingle with it fifh, 
and even cayman. Near the forefts, they regale themfelves with 
game : pigeons, Guinea fowl, and poultry, abound in almof 
every part of Africa. The negro eats with great zeft the fieh 
of the elephant and hippotamus, and even the lizard: in hort, 
nothing difgufts him ; not even corrupted flefh or ftinking fh. 

In very healthy and fertile countries, covered with woods and 
patture, thefe people rear cattle, goats, kids, and fheep ; they 
have alfo buffaloes. But in general the hunger of the negro is 
without energy ; his food is fimple and mild, and his regimen 
temperate. 

Twenty days labour in the year will fuffice for the cultivation 
of the fields, which produce all effential articles for the inha. 
bitants. ' 

In this country, where territorial poffeflions are known, where 
individuals own lands, the negroes are rich, and the free men 
have almoft always flaves, on whom devolve the fcanty labour 
of a very fimple and limited fyftem of agriculture ; but in the 
greater part of Africa, a fpot of ground is chofen by a whole 
village, who clear and cultivate it: the harveft is made im com. 
munibus, and divided according to the number of miles ; theold 
people make the diftributions, without occafioning the leaft alter- 
cation ; or elfe they depofit it in public magazines, fecured and 
watched,'and portion it out according as it is wanted. 

Water is the ordinary drink of the negroes, but when they 
regale themfelves, their beverage is either palm or cocoa wine, 
or that procured from the banana tree; they alfo ufe a kind of 
beer, which they make in feveral parts, either of the juice of 
flightly acidulated fruits, or elfe with water, in which they have 
fermented rice, millet, or maize. 

Indigo and cotton grow at their feet without culture. The 
women colleé a quantity of cotton fufficient for each family ; 
they bleach, purify, card, and fpin it; and weavers, withan 
aftonifhingly fimple apparatus, make it into linen, whichis 
about fix inches wide, and by joining thefe fillets they make 
their pieces. ‘The indigenous indigo ferves to colour thefe li- 
nens, one ell of which is fufficient to form a complete drefs for 
the lower clafs of negroes. 

In more wealthy countries they manutaéture ftuffs of a re- 
markable finenefs and beauty ; and the elegant pieces of cloth, 
the fine matts, bafkets; hats, ornaments, quivers, and other things 
which are brought by the chains of flaves from the interior, 
prove that the negroes poillefs a tafte and {kilfulnefs, and that 
they delightin works which require delicacy. and patience. 

The young negro is not attacked by love until his fourteenth 
year ; then alone he begins to feel the longing of defire, bui 
without violence. At eighteen his heart makes a choice, and he 
adheres 
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adheres to it faithfully ; he loves paffionately, feeks the objeé 
of his affe&tion, demands, and obtains her. This firft wife always 
preferves his friendfip and entire confidence, as well as the firft 
place and rank in his houfe. But if the negro be rich, after a 
fhort period has elapfed, he affociates with this firft wife fome 
concubines: fuch is the cuftom in Africa, and it never inter 
rupts domeftic harmony. 

Thus all the wants and pleafures of a negro are gratified with- 
out occafioning to him the leaft trouble either of mind or body : 
his foul hardly ever roufes itfelf from its quiet and peaceful in- 
dolence ; all violent paffions, inquietudes, and fears, are almoft 
unknown to him; his fatalifm makes him neither hope nor dread 
any event ; he never murmurs, but fubmits to all ; and his life 
pafles in unruffled calmnefs, in voluptuous indolence, which 
conftitute his fupreme pleafure: hence we may reckon the 
negro among the moft favoured and happy produétions of na- 
ture. 

Such is, in faét, the pi€ture of the blifsful fituation in which 
the negro lives on his natal foil. His foul is always tranquil and 
fatisfied, and invulnerable to ennui, that fatal poifon which 
affli€ts only civilized, rich, ambitious, and profperous focieties. 
Thofe men who have remained neareft to fimple nature are 
exempted from the fatal effeéts of this venom, which produces 
more diforders and crimes than is generally imagined. 








MEMOIR of the date Sin WILLIAM HAMILTON, K.B. 
(Continued from Page 250.) 


N the method we have adopted of detailing Mr. Hamilton’s 
labours according to the different branches of his purfuits, 
we are relieved from the neceflity of following in a chrono- 
logical feries the whole of his exertions. We fhall therefore 
here take a retrograde ftep to give an account of what he had 
done, in the fame interval, towards the fcience of antiquities. 

So early as 1765, he had promoted the publication of the 
magnificent and elegant work—Antiquities Etrufques, Grecques 
et Romaines, tirees dau Cabinet de Mr. Hamilton; a fine collec. 
tion of defigns from Etrufcan, Greek, and Roman vafes, which 
was received with the greateft fatisfa€tion by the lovers of anti- 
quity and the arts. 

The defign of this work was profeffedly the advancement of 
the arts. It was intended to fhew on what fyftem the ancients 
gave their vafes that elegance fo generally acknowledged and 
admired, and how they were able to affign the exaét meafures of 
their Proportion; and to eftablifh certain principles for the 
artift who would perform fomething in the fame line. It was, 
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in fhort, a moft valuable prefent to the learned and to artifts, and 
above ail to manufacturers of earthen ware and china, and of 
vafes in filver, glafs, &c. who found here an infinite variety of 
beautiful models, moft of which had been until then unknown; 
and indeed it may be obferved, that fince that period our arti. 
cles of the above defcription are univerfally tormed with more 
beauty, tafte, and elegance; qualities in which we as yet remain 
unequalled by any other country. 

We are informed in the Abbe Winkelman’s Letters, that the 
above-mentioned work was intended to be comprifed in four 
large folio volumes, Of thefe, the two former only appeared 
at the ftated time, and are known, we prefume, to many of our 
readers. The two latter volumes (we are informed by a note 
in the laft edition of the Letters of Winkelman) were publithed 
in Naples in 1775; but the writer of this article has never been 
able to procure a fight of them, or even to gain the leaft intor. 
mation on the fubje&t. The two former volumes were reduced 
to a {maller fize, and re-publifhed in Paris, by M. David, in 
3787, in five 8vo. volumes. 

The adventurer D’Hancarville, editor of the work, as we are 
told by Winkelman, expeéted, by that publication, to acquire a 
fortune of 20,000], It is not probable that he ever realized 
this expeftation; but we know from D’Hancarville himfelf, 
that Mr. Hamilton allowed him to reap the emolument which 
might arife from the work. OF the particulars of which, he 
himfelf fays, that “* long fince Mr. Hamilton had taken plea- 
{ure in colleéting thofe precious monuments, and had afterwards 
trufted them to him for publication, requiring only fome ele. 
gance in the execution; and the condition, that the work fhould 
appear under the au[pices of his Britannic majefty,”—" It an- 
{wers no purpofe to have of the ancient vafes that general and 
vague idea which is given of them by the books of Caylus, or 
Montfaucon. ‘There are few antiquaries and {fcholars who have 
not entertained a with to fee’ fuch a colleétion executed with 
care and precifion. They can now compare the prefent with 
that of Cardinal Gualtieri, reported by Montfaucon, and with 
all the others which have hitherto appeared. Mr. Hamilton, 
juftly apprehenfive that the vafes, already deftined for England, 
nught be damaged in their way, has refolved to have them en« 
graved at Naples.” ; 

Part of the vafes which gave rife to D’Hancarville’s work, is 
that precious colleétion which is now feen in one of the rooms 
of the Britith Mufeum, and which formerly belonged to the 
fenatorial houfe of Porcinart,in Naples. Mr. Hamilton pur- 
chafed it from the proprietors in 1765, and it is fill a matter of 
furprife with the greateft of our arifls that it was never fuffered 
to go out of its native land. In Naples, however, it never oc- 
celioned any furprile; as it is there known, that full five years 
before 
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before the purchafe, the fame valuable property, through the 
means of the famous Theatin Father Paciaudi, had been offered 
to the count of Caylus; and, in faét, the beft informed Neapo- 
litans were fully convinced that it was much better that fuch 
precious monuments fhould be in the power of fome aftive na- 
tion, in which they might be put to the beft ufe, than to remain 
in their own country, where they would have been ufelefs to alf 
eternity. 

About the fame time (in 1767) the Britifh Mufeum received 
from Mr. Hamilton two other valuable prefents :—1ft, A com- 
plete colleftion of every fort of matter produced by Mount 
Vefuvius, by which he thought it might be proved that “ many 

ariegated marbles and many precious {tones are the produce of 
volcanoes, and that there have been volcanoes in many parts of 
the world where at prefent there are no traces of them vifible.” 
2d. Two very fearce and interefting books, refpefting the for. 
mation of the celebrated new mountain at Pozzuoli, publifhed 
at Naples, a few months after the event, in 1538, the one writ. 
ten by Mare Anthony delli Falconi; and the other by Peter 
James di Toledo. 

Among the feveral perfons whom Mr. Hamilton honoured 
with his patronage at Naples, we fhall-only mention the cele. 
brated engraver, Morghen; as it was owing to his encourage. 
ment that this eminent artift, in 1769, pudlifhed that elegant col. 
leGion of views at Pozzuoli and other [pots in the neighbour. 
hood of Naples. It is pleafing to fay, that Mr. Morghen foon 
evinced his gratitude towards his patron, and the nation to which 
the latier belonged: the collection was dedicated tothe Society 
of Arts in London; and the greateft part of the views were in- 
fcribed to fome individuals of our nobility who then happened 
to be in Naples. 

As our limits will not allow us to enter upon many details, 
we fhall only fubjoin, that ever fince the year 1770, Mr. Hamil- 
ton had eftablifhed a regular corref{pondence with various intel- 
ligent perfons in the feveral provinces of the kingdom, con- 
cerning {uch monuments of arts or antiquities as might happen 
to be tound near their refpective relidences, and which might 
anfwer his further purpofes. This correfpondence was carried 
on with a peculiar aftivity in the province of Campania, that 
province being indeed the fpot in which the greateft number 

of ancient vafes has been found, and which for this reafon is 
thought to have poffeffed the chief manufaétures of that article. 
_ Whilft at this period Mr. Hamilton fo fuccefsfully indulged 
1n {cientific and literary purfuits, he had no opportunity of ex- 
erting himfelf to any advantage in his public and diplomatic 
Capacity. Befides the infignificance of the crown of the Two 
Sicilies in the concerns of Europe, nothing of importance was 
thea in agitation in the political world; it was the happy pes 
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riod which preceded the American war; and with regard to’ 
private conneftions it is fil] in the remembrance of his old 
friends, that till he became acquainted with fome congenial cha. 
yaéters, he found himfelf, in the midft of an immenfe metro. 
polis, as infulated as if he had been in a village. The diplo. 
matic body, formerly honoured by the illuflrious Count of Fir. 
muian, was then deftitute of refpeétable members; and the chief 
individuals of it, the Count of Stainville and the Count of 
Kaunitz, both proud of the proteftion of their refpeétive fa. 
thers, firft minifters in Paris and in Vienna, and both giddy and 
libertine young men, were rather dangerous aflociates for a man 
of fober charaéter. His majefty being in his minority, and not 
having as yet difcovered that refpe& for learned men, which he 
bas certainly difplayed in his riper years, could not, by his ex. 
ample, influence the minds of the generality of perfons in power. 
And the confequence of this was, that among a nobility generally 
uninformed and vicious, and among a magiftracy and minifiry 
whohad noviews bey ond their refpeétive profeflions and employ- 
ments, the fludious life, the philofophical excurfions, and the 
referved manners of Mr. Hamilton, were rather confidered as 
peculiarities and eccentricities. 
(To be continued.) 





Defcription of the Blood-Hounds ufed in the Weft-Indies, 





HE alcade-provincial of St. Domingo, Don Manuel de 

‘ Sejas, commanded about fix and thirty chaffeurs, who were 
in the king’s pay. The dogs carried out by thefe chafleurs were 
perfeéily broken in; that is to fay, they will not kill the objeé& 
they purfue, unlefs refilled. On coming up with a fugitive, they 
bark at him till he flops; they then couch near him, terrifying 
him with a ferocious growling, if he ftirs. In this pofition 
they continue barking, to give notice to the chafleurs, who come 
up and fecure their prifoner. Each chaffeur, though he can 
hunt only with two dogs properly, is obliged to have three, 
which he maintains at his own expence, and that by no means 
inconfiderable. Thefe people live with their dogs, from which 
they are infeparable. At home, the dogs are kept chained; and, 
when walking with their mafters, are never unmuzzled, or let 
out of ropes, but for attack. They are conflantly accompanied 
with one or two {mall dogs, called finders, whofe [cent is very 
keen, and always fure of hitting off a track. Dogs and bitches 
hunt equally well, and the chafleurs rear no more than will fup- 
ply the number required. This breed of dogs, indeed, is not 
fo prolific as the common kinds, though infinitely ftronger and 
hardier. The animal is about the fize of a very large hound, 
with ears ereét, which are ufually cropped at the points; the 
9 noi¢ 














‘ard to’ 
his old 
jal chae 
metro. 
diplo. 
of Fir. 
e chief 
unt of 
tive fa. 
idy and 
"a man 
and not 
hich he 
his ex- 
power, 
nerally 
ninifiry 
mploy- 
and the 
ered as 





rdtes. 


nuel de 
ho were 
irs were 
= object 
ve, they 
rrifying 
pofition 
10 come 
. he can 
e three, 
9 means 
n which 
d; and, 
j, or let 
n panied 
is very 
bitches 
vill fup- 
1, is not 
ger and 
hound, 
nts; the 
nole 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 267 


nofe more pointed, but widening very much towards the after. 
part of the jaw. His coat, or fkin, is much harder than that of 
moft dogs; and fo muft be the ftru€ture of the body, as the fe- 
vere beatings he undergoes in training, would kill any other 
{pecies of dogs. There are fome, but not many, of a more ob- 
tufe nofe, and which are rather fquarer fet. ‘Fhefe, it may be 
prefumed, have been croffed by the maftiff; but if by this the 
bulk has been a little increafed, it has added nothing to the 
firength, height, beauty, or agility, of the native breed. 

The common employment of thefe dogs is to traverfe the 
country for the purpofe of purfuing and taking up all perfons 
guilty of murder and other offences, in which they feldom fail 
of fuccefs, no aftivity on the part of the offenders being able to 
elude their purfuit. An extraordinary occurrence happened 
during the laft war at Havannah. A fleet from Jamaica, under 
convoy to Great Britain, pafling through the Gulf of Mexico, 
beat up on the north fide of Cuba. One of the fhips, manned 
with foreigners, chiefly renegado Spaniards, being a dull failor, 
and confequently lagging aftern, ftanding in with the land at 
night, was run on fhore, the captain, officers, and the few Britifh 
hands on board murdered, and the veffel plundered by the Spa- 
nifh renegadoes. ‘The part of the coaft on which the veffel was 
flranded being wild and unfrequented, the affaffins retired with 
their booty to the mountains, intending to penetrate through the 
woods to fome remote fettlements on the fouth fide, where they 
hoped to fecure themfelves, and elude all purfuit. Karly intel- 
ligence of the crime, however, had been conveyed to the Ha- 
vannah, and the affaffins were purfued by a detachment of 
twelve of the chaffeurs del Rey, with their dogs. In a few 
days they were all brought in and executed, not one of them 
being the leaft hurt by the dogs when captured. ‘Ihe head and 
right arm of each of thefe criminals were laft year yet fuf- 
pended in frames, not unlike parrot cages, which were hung on 
various gibbets, at the port, and other confpicuous places on 
the coaft, near the entrance of the harbour. 

The animal feldom lives longer chan fix years; but the 
greater their activity the longer their lives. 





‘An Account of the Pearl Fifhery in Ceylon, and of the Cuf- 
toms of the various Indian Nations who frequent the 


Fifhery. 


[From Mr. Percival’s « Account of the Ifland of Ceylon.’’] 





URING the feafon of the pearl fifhery, which begins in 

February, and ends about the beginnitg of April, the ifland 

of Ceylon affords no fpettacle more {triking to an European 
' than 
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than the bay and beach of Condatchy. This defert and barren 
{pot is at that time converted into a fcene, which exceeds, in 
novelty and variety, almoft any thing ever witnefled. Several 
thoufands of people of different colours, countries, cafts, and 
occupations, continually pafling and repafling in a bufy crowd: 
the vaft numbers of {mall tents and huts ercéted on the fhore; 
with the bazar or market place before each; the multitude of 
boats returning in the afternoon from the pearl banks, fome of 
them laden with riches ; the anxious expecting countenances of 
the boat-owners, while the boats are approaching the fhore, and 
the eagernefs and avidity with which they run to them when 
arrived, in hopes of a rich cargo ; the vaft numbers of jewel. 
Jers, brokers, merchants, of all colours and all defcriptions, both 
natives and foreigners, who are occupied in fome way or other 
with the pearls, fome feparating and aflorting them, others weigh- 
ing and afcertaining their number and value, while others are 
hawking them about, or drilling and boring them for future ufe; 
all thefe circumflances tend to imprefs the mind with the value 
and importance of that obje&t which can of itfelf create this 
{cene. 

The bay of Condatchy is the moft central rendezvous for the 
boats employed in the fifhery. The banks, where it is carried 
on, extend feveral miles along the coaft from Manaar fouthward, 
off Arippo, Condatchy, and Pomparipo. The principal bank is 
oppofite to Condatchy, and lies out at fea about twenty miles. 
The firfl ep, previous to the commencement of the fifhery, is 
to have the different oyfter banks furveyed, the ftate of the 
oy {ters afcertained, and a report made on the fubje& to govern- 
ment. If it has been found that the quantity is fufficient, and 
that they are arrived at a proper degree of maturity, the parti. 
cular banks to be fifhed that year are put up for fale to the 
higheft bidder, and are ufually purchafed by a black merchant, 
This, however, is not always the courfe purfued : government 
fometimes judges it more advantageous to fifh the banks on its 
own account, and to difpefe of the pearls afterward to the mer- 
chants. Whenthis plan is adopted, boats are hired for the fea- 
fon on account of government, from different quarters ; the 
price varies confiderably, according to circumftances ; but is 
ufually from five toeight hundred pagodas for each boat. There 
are however no ftated prices, and the beft bargain poffible is 
rade for each boat feparately. 

As neither the feafon, nor the convenience of the perfons at- 
tending, would permitthe whole of the banks to be fifhed in one 
year, they are divided into three or four different portions, 
which are fifhed one portion annually in fucceffion. The dif- 
ferent portions are completely diftiné&t, and fet up feparately to 
fale, each in the year in which itis to be fifhed. By this 
means a {ufficient interval is given to the oy fters, to attain their 
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proper growth ; and as the portion firft ufed has genérally re- 
covered its maturity by the time the laft portion has been fithed, 
the fifhery becomes almoft regularly annual, and may thus be 
confidered as yielding a yearly revenue. The oy fters are fup- 
pofed to attain their completeft ftate of maturity in feven years. 

The period allowed to the merchant to fifh the banks is fix 
weeks, or two montlis at the utmoft; but there are feveral inter- 
ruptions, which prevent the fifhing days from exceeding more 
than about thirty. If it happens to be a very bad feafon, and 
many flormy days intervene during the period allotted, the pur- 
chafer of the fifhery is often allowed a few days more as a fa- 
vour. One confiderable interruption proceeds from the number 
and diverfity of holidays obferved by the divers of different 
fefts and nations who are employed. Many of the divers are of 
ablack race, known by the name of Marawas, and inhabiting 
the oppofite coaft of Tutucoreen: thefe people, although of 
the Malabar caft, are Roman catholics, and leave off work on 
Sundays to attend prayers at the chapel of Arippo. But if 
many ftormy days, or Hindoo and Mahomedan feftivals (which 
are never negleéted on any account by the natives) occur to in- 
terrupt the regular courfe of fifhing, the farmer is fometimes 
defirous that the catholic Marawas fhould make up the loft time 
by working on Sundays: but this he cannot compel them to da, 
without an order from the chief civil officer of government, who 
is appointed to fuperintend the fifhery. 

The boats and donies employed in the fifhery do not belong to 
Ceylon, but are brought from different ports of the continent ; 
particularly Tutucoreen, Caracal, and Negapatam, on the Coro. 
mandel coaft ; and Colang, a {mall place on the Malabar coatt, 
between Cape Comorin and Anjanga. ‘The divers from Colang 
are accounted the belt, and are only rivalled by the Lubbahs, 
who remain on the ifland of Manaar, for the purpofe of being 
trained in this art. Previous to the commencement of the 
fifhery, all the boats rendezvous at Condatchy ; and it is here 
they are numbered and contraéted for. 

During the feafon, all the boats regularly fail and return toge- 
ther. A fignal gun is fired at Arippo, about ten at night, when 
the whole fleet fets fail with the land-breeze. ‘They reach the 
banks before day-break, and at fun-rife commence filhing. In 
this they continue bufily occupied till the fea-breeze, which 
arifes about noon, warns them to return tothe bay. As foon as 
they appear within fight, another gun is fired, and the colours 
hoifted, to inform the anxious owners of their return. When 
the boats come to Jand, their cargoes are immediately taken out, 
as it is neceflary to have them completely unloaded before night. 
Whatever may have been the fuccefs of their boats, the owners 
feldom wear the looks of difappointment ; for, although they 
may have been unfuccefsful one day, they look with the mof 
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complete affurance of better fortune to the next; as the Brah. 
mins and conjurers, whom they implicitly truft in defiance of 
all experience, underfland too well the liberality of a man in 
hopes of good fortune, not to promife them all they can defire, 

Each of the boats carries twenty men, with a tindal or chief 
boatman, who aéts as pilot. Ten of the men row and affift the 
divers in afcending. The other ten are divers; they go down 
into the fea by five at atime; when the firft five come up the 
other five go down, and by this method of alternately diving, 
they give each other time to recruit themfelves for a freth 
plunge. 

In order to accelerate the defcent of the divers, large ftones 
areemployed ;_ five of thefe are brought in each boat for the 
purpofe; they are of a reddifh granite, common in this country, 
and of a pyramidal fhape, round at top and bottom, with a hole 
perforated through the f{maller end fufficient to admit a rope. 
Some of the divers ufe a ftone fhaped like a half moon, which 
they faften round the belly when they mean to defcend, and thus 
keep their feet free. 

Thefe people are accuftomed to dive from their very infancy, 
and fearlefsly defcend to the bottom in from four to ten fathom 
water, in fearch of the oyfters. The diver, when he is about to 
plunge, feizes the rope, to which one of the ftones we have de. 
{cribed is attached, with the toes of his right foot, while he takes 
hold of a bag of network with thofe of his left; it being cuf- 
tomary atnong all the Indians to ufe their toes in working or 
holding as well as their fingers, and fuch is the power of habit 
that they can pick up even the {malleft thing from the ground 
with their toes as nimbly as an European could with his fingers. 
The diver thus prepared, feizes another rope with his right 
hand, and holding his noftrils fhut with the left, plunges into 
the water, and by the ailiftance of the ftone {peedily reaches the 
bottom. Hethen hangs the net round his neck, and with much 
dexterity, and all poffible difpatch, colleéts as many oyfters as 
he can while he is able to remain under water, which is ufually 
about two minutes. He then refumes his former polition, makes 
a fignal to thofe above by pulling the rope in his right hand, and 
is immediately by this means drawn up and brought into the 
boat, leaving the ftone to be pulled up afterward by the rope 
attached to it. 

The exertion undergone during this procefs is fo violent, that 
upon being brought into the boat, the divers difcharge water from 
their mouth, ears, and noflrils, and frequently even blood. But 
this does not hinder them from going down again in their turn. 
They will often make from forty to fifty plunges in one day ; 
and at each plunge bring up about one hundred oyt{ters. Some 
rub their bodies over with oil, and fluff their ears and nofes to 
prevent the water from centering 3 while others ufe no precau 
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tions whatever. Although the. ufual time of remaining under 
water does not much exceed two minutes, yet there are inftances 
known of divers who could remain four and even five minutes. 
The longeft inflance ever known was that of a diver who came 
from Anjango, io 1797, and who abfolutely remained under 
water full fix minutes. 

This bufinefs of a diver, which appears fo extraordinary and 
full of danger to an European, becomes quite familiar to an 
Indian, owing to the natural fupplenefs of his limbs, and his 
habits from his infancy. His chief terror and rifque arife from 
falling in with the ground-fhark while at the bottom. ‘This 
animal is a common and terrible inhabitant of all the feas in 
thefe latitudes, and is a fource of perpetual uneafinefs to the ad- 
venturous Indian. Some of the divers, however, are fo {kilful 
as to avoid the fhark even when they remain wnder water fora 
confiderable time. But the terrors of this foe are fo continually 
before their eyes, and the uncertainty of efcaping him fo great, 
that thefe fuperititious people feek for fafety in fupernatural 
means. 

Before they begin diving, the prieft, or conjurer, is always 
confulked, and whatever he fays to them is received with the 
moft implicit confidence. The preparation which he enjoins 
them confilts of certain ceremonies according to the caft and 
feft to which they belong, and on the exaé& performance of thefe 
they lay the greateft firefs. Their belief in the efficacy of 
thefe fuperftitious rites can never be removed, however different 
the event may be from the predittions of their deluders : go- 
vernment therefore wifely gives way to their prejudices, and 
always keep in pay fome conjurers, to attend the divers, and re- 
move their fears. For though thefe people are fo {kilful and fo 
much malters of their art, yet they will not on any account de- 
fcend till the conjurer has performed his ceremonies. His ad- 
vices are religioully obferved, and generally have a tendency to 
preferve the health of the devotee. The diver is ufually en- 
joined to abilain from eating before he goes to plunge, and to 
bathe himfelf in frefh water immediately after his return from 
the labours of the day. 

(To be continued.) 





ANECDOTES of JOHN TAYLOR. 
[From his Works, 1630. ] 


THIS author had the merit of interrupting the fervile 

etiquette of kneeling to the king. I myfelf, (fays the 
water-poet), gave a book to King James once, in the great 
chamber, at Whitehall, as his majefty came trom the chapel. 
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The duke of Richmond faid merrily to me, “‘ Taylor, where 
did you learn the manners to give the king a book and not 
kneel ?’—“* My lord, (faid I,) if it pleafe your grace, I doe 
give now; but when I beg any thing, then I will kneele.” 

My felf, (fays the fame writer), carried an old fellow by water, 
that had wealth enough to be deputy of the ward, and wit 
enough for a fcavenger. The water being fomewhat rough, he 
was much afraid, and threatened me that if I did drown him, he 
would {pend a hundred pound but he would fee me hanged for 
it. In little fpace I landed him on the bank fide. Well, faid 
he, I am glad I am off the water, for if the boat had overfet, 
I could have fwam no more than a goofe. 

Soon after twelve at noon, one afked me what it was o'clock: 
Ianfwered him, it was little or nothing. On his wondering at 
my reply, I faid, “‘ that which is lefs than one, is little or no- 
thing.” 

An hoftefs of mine at Oxford roafted a fhoulder of a ram, 
which in the eating was as tough as a buff jerkin. I afked her, 
why the mutton was fotough: the faid, fhe knew not, unlels 
the butcher deceived her in the age of it. Nay, quoth I, there 
is, I think, another fault in it, which will excufe the butcher; 
for, perhaps, you roafted it with old wood. In troth, replied 
fhe, that is likely enough, for my hufband buys nothing but old 
ftumps and knots, which make all the meat we roaft or boil fo 
exceeding tough that nobody can cat it. 


Being afked who invented the game of bowls, he replied, 
** No doubt, the philofopher Bias.” 


As afpecimen of this writer’s poetry, take two anagrams, 
written during confinement : 


I, 
Arrefliing very well with this agrees, 
It is @ flanger worfe than wafps or bees ; 
The very word includes the prifoner’s fates, 
Arrefting briefly claps them up 2” grates. 


II. 


To all good verfes prifons are great foes, 
And many poets they keep faft in proje: 
Again, the very word portends {mall hopes, 
For he that’s in a prifon is tm ropes ; 

Makes woeful purchafe of calamities, 

And finds in it no profit, or no prize : 

Filth, cold, and hunger, dwell within the door, 
And thus a prifon truly doth nip Jore, 
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The wonderful Effeéts of the Bath Waters, exemplified in the 
Cafe of Mary, Wife of Ifaac Smith, Stocking- maker, from 
Nottingham ; who kept her Bed mune Years of a carage 
and univer fal Weakne/s. 


Written by Herfelf, on receiving a Cure in the Bath General Hofpi- 
tal, March 14, 1804. 


HE following narrative is intended as a tribute of gratitude 

to Him in whom we live and have our being; alfo to 

thofe benevolent perfons, agents of divine goodnefs, whofe de. 

light is the happinefs of all mankind; and for the encourage. 
ment and information of the affli€ted. 

“ Being a ftranger peculiarly circumftanced, every one natu- 
rally enquires—Who are you? What has been the caufe of 
your long and heavy affliftion ? What means have you tried ? 
What age are you? &c. 

“I anfwer, I was born in London, in the year 1759; my 
father was a cabinet-maker and upholfterer, in Whitechapel- 
road. He is now reduced, through misfortune. My mother 
died when I was fix years old; and my father married a fecond 
wife in about three years after, when I was fent to a boarding- 
fchool. Having finifhed my education, I affifted my father in his 
bufinefs till the year 1780, when I became governels of a {chool, 
which I opened with very good fuccefs, near the City-road; 
and afterwards in Windmill-ftreet, Finfbury-fquare, where I 
refided when I married in 1792. My hufband having been 
brought up a cathedral finger, was employed by the late Dr. 
Dupees to conduét the choir at the Quebec chapel, Oxford. 
road. I had accompanied him to that place of worfhip in Au- 
guft, 1794, and returning together through Grofvenor-fquare, 
I was attacked by a mad bullock, which as I have fince learned, 
had been hunted all day ; my hufband refcued me; but the 
fuden fright had fuch an effe&t upon me, that being in a fa. 
mily way, it caufed what might have been expe&ted. From this 
time I became paralytic; and as I have been informed by the 
faculty, the whole nervous fyftem became deranged, and an 
univerfal weaknefs pervaded my whole frame, and rendered the 
lower limbs ufelefs : fo that I was unable to fit up in bed for 
the {pace of three years, nor could I bear to lie horizontal, but 
had my feet conftantly raifed in bed, and could not be moved 
without the moft acute pain. 

* After three years had elapfed fome favourable .fymptoms 
appeared. I began to fit up in bed, and in about a year after to 
venture my feet on the ground; but could not ftand for the 
{pace of fix years from the beginning of my affli€tions. In the 
year 1799, I was advifed by Dr. Meerfbank, to try fea-bathing ; 
which 
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which I did, having firft confulted Dr. Lettfom, a gentleman 
I always think of with the moft profound refpe& and efteem; 
by his advice my hufband took me to Margate, where I was at. 
tended by Drs. Anderfon and Slater, for whofe {kill and atten. 
tion I defire to be particularly grateful. I got much better at Mar- 
gate; but relapfedin London. I was now advifed to remove into 
the country, and Nottingham was the place fixed on for our re. 
fidence, that being the beft place for my hufband’s bufinefs, he 
being a burgefs of that town, having ferved his apprenticefhip 
there. Our profpeét was now very gloomy; for although I 
was much better than I had been for many years, I was fill 
unable to fland. Our money was all gone, and my bufband 
had given up all expeétations of emolument from his employ. 
ments in London, which facrifices he chearfully made in hopes 
of my recovery, and worked at Nottingham as a journeyman; 
but having been fo many years out of the manufaftory, he was 
{carcely able to get a livelihood at a ftocking-frame. By clofe 
application to bufinefs, and ftri€t unremitting attention to me for 
more than feven years,the poor man at length became ema- 
ciated, and caught a malignant fever, which was very prevalent 
when we had been in the town about one year. I had then be- 
gan to walk about my room a little; but taking the putrid f{pot- 
ted fever, I lay entirely infenfible twenty-one days, as I was 
told; it was with the greateft difficulty a doétor or nurfe could 
be procured; my nurfe took the fever, but recovered. But 
my doétor, good Dr. Kirkland, died, much lamented, efpecially 
by the fick poor. My hufband recovering, he procured me the 
advice of a very eminent phyfician, the juftly celebrated Dr. 
Storer. Thanks be to God, my fever now abated, my reafon 
returned, and J gradually recovered; and my good phyfician 
gave me hopes that the removal of the fever, and a change of 
air, might be the means of removing my former complaints. 
In a few months I was ordered to be taken to Buxton waters, 
where I flaid feveral weeks, and got fo well as to be able to 
fland upright, but it was in the autumn; and I fuffered a relaple 
at Nottingham in the winter. 

** Dr. Storer recommended me the Bath waters; I found 
great difficulty in coming fo far, although my hufband attended 
me. We arrived in Bath, January, 1803; I could not fland, 
nor f{carcely fit vp,even in bed. Our friends at, Nottingham 
being quite unacquainted with the neceffary forms of admitting 
patients into the Bath Hofpital, fent us with only the doétor’s 
recommendation; whereas the cafe fhould have been certified 
by prope¥ officers, and tran{mitted to the Governors, and we 
fhould have continued at Nottingham till we were fent for, 
agreeably to the direétions for admitting patieats into the Ge- 
neral Hofpital, which a publifhed in the Bath Guide. oa 
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* To the kindnefs of a fubfcriber, and the humanity of Dr. 
Moodie, I was admitted an out-patient to the City Difpenfary ; 
the houfe apothecary kindly vifited me at my lodgings. He 
gave me medicine, and ordered me into the bath, by which I 
found fome immediate benefit. -My cafe having excited com. 
paflion in the minds of fome kind and humane ladies and gen- 
tleman, it was properly ftated, and fent to Nottingham; and 
being duly returned, I was admitted into the Bath General Hof- 
pital, June 28, 1803. Before I had been under that benevo- 
lent roof two months, I could fland on my feet once more; and 
in four, I could walk with the afliftance of crutches; and now, 
thank God! I can walk five hundred yards alone, without ftick 
or crutch, and have every reafon to hope that my cure will be 
confirmed, after more than nine years fuffering. I was dif- 
charged the 14th inftant from that bleffed afylum, after receiving 
moft miraculous relief, and experiencing every attention for 
upwards of fix months. 

“* May the Almighty be pleafed to accept the tribute of a 
grateful heart, fo juftly due to Him, and to my kind benefac- 
tors; and may my affli€ted fellow-creatures learn to put their 
truft in God! Though I have fuffered fome hardthips, I owe it 
to divine providence, and good old Englifh hofpitality, to ac- 
knowledge that I have never experienced abfolute want, nor de- 
jection of mind. My Bible, my Common-prayer, and a few 
other good books, have been my conftant companions, and 
means of fupport under my affliétion. I efteem that affliction 
as a merciful difpenfation; my Heavenly Father has kindly 
taken me into wifdom’s beft fchool, the fchool of adverfity ; 
where I hope I have learned that contentment, calmnefs, and 
ferenity of mind, which alone can make us comparatively 
happy here, and eternally happy hereafter. 

‘* May the ftrength thus acquired, be {pent in continual praife 
to Him, through whofe mercy it has been reftored ! 

““ MARY SMITH. 

“No. 41, King{mead-flreet, March 20, 1804,” 


On RETIREMENT. 


T appears evident, from every confideration, that mankind 

were formed tor fociety, and that God never intended that 
thry fhould fequefter themfe!ves from each other in deferts and 
hermitages. Society, therefore, has been formed tor mutual 
good. Even Adam _ himfelf, in paradife, was uncomfortable 
without an help-mate, and God declared that it was not good fa: 
him to be alone. 

There are fo many reciprocal! cares and pleafures that cannot 
be fhared without friend{hip, that it appears favage in the ex. 
treme 
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treme to debar man of this falutary ingredient for the enjoy. 
ment of life. When Incle was caft upon a defert ifland, his 
time was beguiled by the endearments of Yarico. How mie 
ferable muft his life have been without that lovely ftranger! 
Marriage, therefore, appears to have been inftituted for the com- 
fort as well as the conveniency of life: that kindred minds 
might be happy in the enjoyment of each other, and that chil. 
dren, the fruit of their love, might be the means of putting 
them in remembrance of their mutual attachment. 

Some, no doubt, difgufted with human life, have retired from 
the world, and fought for that happinefs in folitude which they 
did not find in fociety. Their motive for retirement has not 
been juft; for a few difappointments fhould not have fo far 
foured their tempers, as to find fault with all around them. If 
true philofophy had poffeffed their minds, they would have con- 
fidered human life as checquered ; that there is no fituation free 
from trouble, and that, therefore, to bear “ the thoufand natural 
fhocks that flefh is heir to,’”’ would have been a certain proof of 
magnanimity, and that their pretenfions to religion were not ill. 
founded; whereas their conduét has betrayed great weaknels, 
and expofed them to the painful reflection of their own minds. 

Others, no doubt, have retired from the nobleft motives: 
they have feen the deception of mankind, and fought thofe 
pleafures, in the charms of folitude, which the world, with all 
its fafcinations, could not afford them. With Solomon they 
have feen, that “* all is vanity and vexation of fpirit.’’ Having 
{pent a great part of their lives in bufy and pleafurable {cenes, 
they have fled to retirement, as an afylum from the cares of flate 
and the luxury of courts. From the life of Petrarch, it ap- 
pears, that the court of Rome could not yield that fatisfaétion 
which he found in his country retreat. His books and domeflic 
animals gave him unfpeakable pleafure; whilft the fall of wa- 
ter,and the zephyrs of the woods, abforbed his whole foul in 
filence and repenpuiee. It was in this lovely retreat that he 
tormed the plans for ufefulnefs, and the poems, whicl: will con- 
tinue his name dear to polterity. 

The faints who retired to the deferts of Egypt, in the fourth 
century of the church, were aftuated by the purei! motive, 
they {pent their time in fafting, prayer and meditation; yet we 
muft acknowledge that they carried their mortification too far, 
and were tinged, beyond a doubt, with fuperflition and enthu- 
fiafm. They thought their retirement very meritorious, whereas 
fome of them might have been of far more fervice in focicty. 

We, in the prefent day, do run into another extreme: under 
the idea of having abolifhed convents, abbeys, and monafteries, 
we fcarcely fee anv occafion for religious retirement; fo that 
we confine our religion too much to places of public worfhip, 
and little confider the great importance of perional godlineis. 
9 Retirement 
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Retirement appears calculated to anfwerthe moft important pur- 
pofes. Without it we thall fuffer effentially in our minds: 
thofe good refolutions we Lear recommended fo frequently in 
public will fpeedily be eradicated, if retirement does not mature 
them. The gaiety of a large town, and the burry of much bus 
finefs, will prove highly injurious, if fome time is not fpent in 
{olitude, and therefore fome have feen the neceflity of country 
retirement, and have expreffed the higheft fatisfaétion they de- 
rive from rural fcenes. With the celebrated Cowper they can 
fay, 


se rf 


The calm retreat, the filent fhade, 
With prayer and praife agree, 

And feemn by thy fweet bounty made 
For thofe who follow thee.” 


They return totown from their country excurfions pleafed 
and edified, efpecially if they have {pent a part of their time in 
the exercifes of true religion: they fee more of the vanity of 
this world, and the neceflity of a better flate, and form the refo. 
luion of being more devoted to the fervice of their Creator and 
Redeemer. 

Retirement appears necdful for the ftudious part of mankind: 
without it they could not acquire that extenfive learning which 
has been of fo much fervice to fociety, nor make thofe difcove- 
ries in the arts and fciences which embellifh human life. If it 
had not been for the monks in our own country, a great part of 
the Englith hiftory would have been loft, as well as the facred 
{criptures. Having nothing to engrofs their time but devotion, 
they made ufe of every method to improve their minds in ufeful 
knowledge, and hiftory prefented itfelf as one of the moft ufe- 
ful and pleafant fludies. It is to be lamented, that a great part of 
their refearches is entirely loft: revolutions and changes in the 
late have been the melancholy caufes of it. 

The advantages arifing from folitude are moft beautifully de- 
lneated by Zimmerman, in his admirable treatife on that fub- 
jett: there is no perfon of learning and fenfibility but mutt 
tad it with rapturous delight. There are certain requifites 
tfential to the enjoyment of retirement: we muft defcend into 
the valley of humiliation; be fenfible of our true condition, as 
the creatures of a wife and merciful Being; confider our de- 
fetts, as having frequently offended him; exercife true repen. 
ance for the follies of our lives, and implore his gracious favour, 
a neceflary for our prefent and future welfare. Content muft 
likewife pervade our mind, for without it we thall be very mife- 
rable in folitude, and fhall not take delight in the fimplicity of 
the creatures prefented to our view. But the truly pious mind 
fees goodnefs in every plant and flower, till from the contempla- 
ton of earth, its thoughts afcend to Heaven. 

Vol. 43. 27 Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by T. Rutger. of Clowance, to F. Pajcal’s Enigma, inferted January yo, 


I Think your lines, when exprefs’d true, 
A WATCH they will prefent to view. 


<r We have received the like anfwer from J. Squance, of Exeter; E.R, 
Bickham, of Newton Buthel ; W. Bickham, jun. of Athburton; and Thoma 
Coumbe, of St. German’s. 





——— — ———. 


Anfuwer, by T. Whicker, of Exeter, to Primrofe’s Rebus, inferted January sp, 


HE virtuous author that you mean 
Is WATTS, Sir, as is plainly feen. 


*,* We have received the like anfwer from W. Mann, and W. Bickham, 
jun, of Afhburton; W. Strong, R. Holwell, and E. Moon, of Exeter; and 
A. Kyne, jun. of Dartmouth, 





Anfwer, by J. Squance, of Exeter, to R. Berry's Charade, inferted February & 


as FEATHER oft adorns the Britifh fair, 
Which plainly, Sir, your lines will make appear. 


*+* We have received the like anfwer from Thomas Rutger, of Clowance; 
E. Moon, R. Holwell, and T. Whicker, of Exeter; A. Kyne, jun, of Dan- 
mouth; and J. Lewis, of Poole. 





An ANAGRAM, by T. Rutger, of Clowance. 


N infe&h, Sirs, aright tranfpofe, 
What fwiftly flies it will difclofe. 





A CHARADE, by W. Mann, of Afhburton, 


PRING, at length, her charms refuming, 
s) Decks with fplendour hill and vale ; 
See! my firft, where {weets are blooming, 
Sportive as the wanton gale ; 
On them view my fecond growing, 
Clean, unfpotted, fair, and white ; 
From my whole what joys are flowing, 
Pleafure, mirth, and gay delight. 








A REBUS, by E.R. Bickham, of Newton Bufhel. 


we by the ftorm the bark’s tofs’d to and fro, 
Then doth my firft oft fill the tar with fear ; 
And tho’ deprefs’d with deep defpair and woe, 

My pleafing fecond oft his courfe doth fteer. 
Oh! pleafing theme, when war-worn nations reft 

Within the bound’ ries of my peaceful next ; 
Then will my laft be.crown’d with happinefs, 

No more hoftility our fhore perplex. 
But fhould proud Gallia’s dire infulting hoft 

Land on our fhore, their haughry {word to wield, 
Then will my whole, throughout Britannia’s coaft, 

Soon roule her fons to the enfanguin’d field, 


a POETRY: 
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POET R Y. 


For the WeekLy ENTERTAINER. 
On the Death of George, a Waiter at a Tavern. 


OOR George ! and is thy fervice pall ? 
P Art thou too call’d away at laft, 
Like all thy fellow-creatures ? 
Yes—in the grave thy labours reft, 
Where even landlords are confefs’d 
No better than their waiters. 


Vain is the tafk to found thy fame, 
Since all that knew thy humble name 
Are confcious of thy merit ; 
And oft admir’d thy ftate on earth, J 
Where all thy toils were crown’d with mirth, 
And overcome with /pirit. 


When idlers met to {will or gorge— 

One univerfal cry of ** George,” 
From roomto room refounded ; 

‘* Bring this’—** bring that”—‘* go here”’—** go there” 

And well didft thou attend thy care, 
With cheerfulnefs unbounded. 


Whatever ftranger chanc’d to ring, 
(Whether a cobler or a king) 
All due regard was paid him; 
Even when death [fae haggard prince) 
Call’d grufily, ** George,” a few days fince, 
Poor faithful George obey’d him. 


A weary traveller haft thou been 

From childhood to the laft great inn 
OF Adam’s frail defcendants ; 

Hard are its beds, and cold indeed ; 

Where mortals are not fed—but feed 
A hoft of vile attendants. 


What fellow-fervant bade farewell, 
Untouch’d by fadnefs, when the bell 
Was toll’d at thy interment? 
Unlefs perhaps (unfeeling brutes!) 
*T was dirty Scrub, or lazy Boots, 
Ambitious of preferment. 


Ah! foolith Boots! Ahthoughtlefs Serub! 
Go, go your filthy trumpery rub, 
Content with your condition ; 
And wilely learn from George’s fate, 
How fhort on earth is man’s eftate! 
How futile is ambition ! 


Scarce can the mufe her tears conceal ; 
Tho’ what, alas! will eer avail 
Thofe tender tells of forrow ? 
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George would not peep above the ground, 
Were all the tavern-bells to found 
From this time ’till to-morrow. 










Clowance. T. RUTGER. 1 
t 


~_s- 


VERSES on being AWOKE dy a2 RED-BREAST. 


Lyte bird ! whofe warbling ftrains extatic {well, 
And burft in raptures from thy crimfon’d throat; 
What charms exquifite thro’ my bofom thrill 
At thy melodious, foft, infpiring vote. 
How oft, dear bird! at early peep of dawn, 
Ere Phebus rifing darts his oalden eye; 
Perch’d on fome tender twig, o’er yonder lawn, 
Thou {weetly tun’ft thy little fymphony. 
Or’neath my window, on the friendly thorn 
Where now elate thou lift’fl thy plumy creQ; 
With thrilling ardour hail’ft the rofy morn, 
Diffufing radiance from yon purple eaft. 
O now! as on my pillow foft reclin’d, 
Thy trembling, yoice thro’ notes harmonions roll 5 
The charms that ’livening cheers thy little mind, 
Oc’rflows the genial current of my foul. 
Sing on, {weet bird! and let thy quiv’ring lay, 
In vocal ftrains, ftill animate my breaft ; 
Till thro’ the gloom Aurora’s bright’ning ray 
Tranfpierce her blufhing charms to yonder weft. 
Bat foft; methinks I fee yon margent hill, 
Ting’d with the golden beam that crowns the morn ; 
O yes! I too perceive you chequer’d dell, 
And glitt’ring pendants on the flow’ring thorp. 
Touch’d by the gen’rous {park of heav’nly fire, 
Whole vivid radiance bright illumes the fky, 
I now muft quitthe place where I retire, 
And from my prefent ftation hafle away. 
Sweet bird adieu! yet let thy tender flrain, 
In notes fymphonious echo thro’ the air, 
T’ invoke fome friendly pow’r to hail thee mine, 
And kindly place o’er thee the hand of care, 
Then fhall thy folo’s undulating charm, 
Each morn revive in fome new, tender lay ; 
And {weetly modulating give th’ alarm, 
To me the calm approach of opening day. 


— -_—_——_——o* 





tT O MIR A. 


*WEET lady! lay afide that lyre, 
i) Which thrills the foul with warm defire ; 
And O! that witching {mile forbear, 
Which guiles the cup of dire defpair. 


rE, =— 


For ah! too well thy magic art, 
Can charm, inflame, enflave the heart; , 
And ah! too well thy imile ponrtrays, ’ 
A fun-beam on the treacherous f{eas, 






EUGENIO. 








